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Mr Richard Squires Direct Dial: 01223 582717   
Broadland District Council     
Thorpe Lodge Our ref: PL00016453   
1 Yarmouth Road     
Norwich     
NR7 0DU 24 November 2016   
 
 
Dear Mr Squires 
 
Ref: Consultation on Pre Submission Draft Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan 
  
Thank you for your e-mail of 11 October 2016 inviting Historic England to comment on 
the Pre Submission draft of your Neighbourhood Plan.  I have now had an opportunity 
to review the draft document and our advice is set out below.  Please accept our 
apologies for the delay in our comments. Historic England is primarily concerned with 
how your Plan will impact on the historic environment and our advice focuses on those 
aspects of your Plan.   
 
Historic England is pleased to note that Objective 5 seeks to 'to respect the history and 
heritage of Rackheath. The accompanying background information to Objective 5 
provides a good baseline information confirming the designated heritage assets but 
also noting the importance of non-designated assets which make an important 
contribution to the local distinctiveness of the area and locally important archaeology. 
Figure 20 plots these local heritage assets on a map; we would suggest that the 
designated heritage assets are also added to Figure 20. 
 
Historic England welcomes the inclusion of Policy ENV5: Local landscape character 
and historical development, which in part seeks to protect Local Heritage Assets from 
loss or significant harm, and you may wish to caveat this section to allow for new 
entries if further interesting historic buildings, structures or remains are found. This 
policy could be considerably strengthened by also including designated heritage 
assets both in terms of their fabric and setting. This will assist in ensuring that both 
designated and non-designated heritage assets can be enjoyed by future generations 
of the area and make sure it is in line with national planning policy. The inclusion of 
Policy ENV 6 into the Neighbourhood Plan is also to be welcomed. 
 
Draft Sustainability Appraisal 
Historic England have no comments to make with regard to the Rackheath 
Neighbourhood Plan Sustainability Appraisal but please see comments above re 
Policy ENV 5, given that the Draft SA mentions both Heritage assets and Local 
Heritage Assets on Page 19. 
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Finally, we should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided 
by Rackheath Neighbourhood Plan as part of its consultation. To avoid any doubt, this 
does not affect our obligation to provide further advice on later stages of the 
Neighbourhood Plan process and potentially, object to specific proposals, which may 
subsequently arise in the Neighbourhood Plan where we consider that these would 
have an adverse effect upon the historic environment.  
 
If you have any questions with regards to the comments made then please do get 
back to me. In the meantime we look forward to continuing to work with you and your 
colleagues. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Steven King 
Historic Places Advisor 
Steven.King@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
 
 
 
 


